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RADIO-FREQUENCY TRAPS AND METHODS
OF COMMON-MODE ENERGY DAMPING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The subject matter disclosed herein relates generally to
radio-frequency (RF) traps, such as for damping transmission
line common-modes in Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)
systems.

Electric (E) fields generated by a system can induce cur-
rents and voltages that interfere with the operation of the
system. For example, MRI systems include a magnet, such as
a superconducting magnet that generates a temporally con-
stant (i.e., uniform and static) primary or main magnetic field.
MRI data acquisition is accomplished by exciting magnetic
moments within the primary magnetic field using radio-fre-
quency RF coils. For example, in order to image a region of
interest, the magnetic gradient coils are energized to impose a
magnetic gradient to the primary magnetic field. RE transmit
coils are then pulsed to create RF magnetic field pulses in a
bore of an MRI scanner in order to acquire MR images of the
region of interest using, for example, a phased array of RE
receiver coils. The resultant image that is generated shows the
structure and function of the region of interest.

In MRI systems, the RE coils, besides generating the RF
magnetic fields needed for MRI, also generate E fields that
induce currents and voltages within transmission lines (e.g.,
coaxial cables) connected to the one or more RF transmit
(e.g., body) or receive coils. These induced voltages and
currents, such as common-mode currents can interfere with
the operation of the MRI system, such as with the tuning and
matching of the RE coils in the MRI system. In order to
suppress or dampen these induced modes, one or more cable
RF traps, also commonly referred to as balanced-unbalanced
networks (baluns), are typically connected in series with
cables in the MRI system to provide common-mode energy
damping or blocking. In these MRI systems, the cable RF
traps are tuned to the system frequency. The blocking imped-
ance at this frequency depends on the inductance and resis-
tance of the trap. Conventional RF traps are usually tuned
with a variable capacitor to reach a maximum impedance.
However, variable capacitors are costly and typically have a
low breaking voltage rating.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with various embodiments, a radio-fre-
quency (RF) trap is provided that includes a body and a
shutter holder rotatably coupled within the body, wherein the
shutter holder is configured to rotate within the body about a
longitudinal axis. The RF trap further includes a magnetic
flux shutter coupled to the shutter holder, wherein the mag-
netic flux shutter rotates within the body with the shutter
holder to align the magnetic flux shutter at an angle within the
body.

In accordance with other embodiments, a magnetic reso-
nance imaging (MRI) system is provided that includes an
imaging portion having at least one transmit coil, a processing
portion and a system interface interconnecting the imaging
portion and the processing portion, wherein the system inter-
face is connected to the at least one transmit coil with at least
one transmission line. The MRI system further includes a
radio-frequency (RF) trap positioned adjacent the at least one
transmission line. The RF trap includes a body and a shutter
holder rotatably coupled within the body, wherein the shutter
holder is configured to rotate within the body about a longi-
tudinal axis. The RF trap also includes a magnetic flux shutter
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coupled to the shutter holder, wherein the magnetic flux shut-
ter rotates within the body with the shutter holder to align the
magnetic flux shutter at an angle within the body to dampen
currents induced along the at least one transmission line.

In accordance with yet other embodiments, a method for
providing a magnetic flux shutter arrangement includes pro-
viding a shutter holder and securing a magnetic flux shutter
within the shutter holder. The method also includes position-
ing the shutter holder within a housing to allow rotational
movement of the magnetic flux shutter therein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a block diagram of a transmit/receive section of a
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) system having radio-
frequency (RF) traps in accordance with various embodi-
ments.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an RF trap formed in accor-
dance with an embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating impedance versus an angle of
a magnetic flux shutter formed in accordance with various
embodiments.

FIGS. 4 and 5 are diagrams illustrating movement of a
magnetic flux shutter in accordance with various embodi-
ments.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating induced currents and a
magnetic field along a transmission line.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating blocking of a magnetic field
in accordance with various embodiments.

FIG. 8 is an exploded view of an RF trap formed in accor-
dance with another embodiment.

FIGS. 9-11 are diagrams illustrating movement of a mag-
netic flux shutter of the RF trap of FIG. 8.

FIGS. 12 and 13 are exploded views of an RF trap formed
in accordance with another embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of a method for providing a magnetic
flux shutter arrangement in accordance with various embodi-
ments.

FIG. 15 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary medical
imaging system in which various embodiments may be
implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The foregoing summary, as well as the following detailed
description of certain embodiments, will be better understood
when read in conjunction with the appended drawings. To the
extent that the figures illustrate diagrams of the functional
blocks of various embodiments, the functional blocks are not
necessarily indicative of the division between hardware cir-
cuitry. Thus, for example, one or more of the functional
blocks may be implemented in a single piece of hardware or
multiple pieces of hardware. It should be understood that the
various embodiments are not limited to the arrangements and
instrumentality shown in the drawings.

As used herein, an element or step recited in the singular
and proceeded with the word “a” or “an” should be under-
stood as not excluding plural of said elements or steps, unless
such exclusion is explicitly stated. Furthermore, references to
“one embodiment” are not intended to be interpreted as
excluding the existence of additional embodiments that also
incorporate the recited features. Moreover, unless explicitly
stated to the contrary, embodiments “comprising” or “hav-
ing” an element or a plurality of elements having a particular
property may include additional such elements not having

that property.
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Various embodiments provide systems and methods for
varying a capacitance of a trap, such as a radio-frequency
(RF) trap that may be used, for example, in a Magnetic Reso-
nance Imaging (MRI) system. RF traps in accordance with
various embodiments are provided using a magnetic flux
shutter and without variable capacitors. For example, in some
embodiments, an RF trap (also referred to as a balanced-
unbalanced network (balun)) is positioned adjacent or in
proximity to a transmission line within the MRI system, such
as coaxial cables connected to MRI coils (e.g., RF transmit
and/or receive coils), to dampen or block common-mode
energy, such as common-mode currents and voltages.

It should be noted that although various embodiments are
described inan RF electric (E) field environment, such as may
be present in an MRI system environment, the various
embodiments may be implemented in connection transmis-
sion lines that are in magnetic environments, as well as non-
magnetic environments. In general, the various embodiments
may be implemented in an environment where E fields are
generated that can induce currents and/or voltages in trans-
mission lines within that environment.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, various embodiments may be
implemented in connection with a transmit/receive section 20
of'an MRI system. The transmit/receive section 20 is config-
ured to acquire MR data using one or more coils or coil arrays,
illustrated as a transmit coil 22 and a receive coil array 24. The
transmit coil 22 includes a single RF coil 26 and the receive
coil array 24 includes a plurality of individual RF coils 28. For
example, in one embodiment, the transmit coil 22 is an RF
body coil, such as an RF birdcage coil. The RF body coil may
be used as a whole-body RF coil. For a whole-body RF coil,
the dimensions of the RF body coil are configured so that the
RF body coil may be installed inside a superconducting mag-
net assembly or inside the bore of the MRI system. In some
embodiments, the transmit coil 22 or the receive coil array 24
may be alocal coil (e.g., a head coil or knee coil). It should be
noted that the RF coil 26 and/or the RF coils 28 may be
mounted on one or more coil formers (not shown). It also
should be noted that in some embodiments, one or more
individual or single receive RF coils 28 are provided instead
of or in addition to the receive coil array 24.

The transmit coil 22 and receive coil array 24 are coupled
to a system interface 30. In operation, the transmit coil 22 is
configured to transmit RF pulses and the receive coil array 24
is configured to detect the MR signals, such as from a patient.
In some embodiments, only a single coil array is provided,
such that the coil array is configured to transmit RF pulses and
also detect MR signals from the patient. It should be noted
that an RF shield 38 may be provided around the transmit coil
22 to prevent the RF fields from penetrating the gradient coils
(not shown) on the outside of the transmit coil 22, for
example, on the outside of the body coil.

One or more connections or links are used to connect the
transmit coil 22 and receive coil arrays 24 to the system
interface 30. For example, in one embodiment, one or more
transmission lines, such as coaxial cable 32 and 34 connect
the transmit coil 22 and receive coil array 24 to the system
interface. It should be noted that single coaxial cables 32 and
34 are shown interconnecting the transmit coil 22 and receive
coil array 24 with the system interface 30 for simplicity.
However, in various embodiments, multiple coaxial cables 32
and/or 34 may be used, such as depending on the number of
coils used, the number of channels, etc.

It also should be noted that a plurality of different coil
arrangements may be provided, for example, to image difter-
ent portions of the patient. It also should be noted that the
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transmission lines are not limited to the coaxial cable 32 and
34, but may be any type of transmission line, for example, a
stripline or microstripline.

The various embodiments also include one or more RF
traps 36 that are positioned along one or more regions or
points of the transmission lines, such as the coaxial cables 32
and 34 to dampen or block common-mode energy. For
example, one or more RF traps 36 (one is shown in combina-
tion with each of the coaxial cable 32 and 34 for simplicity)
may be positioned adjacent to the coaxial cable 32 and 34 as
described in more detail herein, which may be provided in an
abutting arrangement (e.g., the RF traps 36 encircle the
coaxial cables 32 and 34). Thus, the RF traps 36 may be
configured as a “bazooka” RF trap or RF trap sleeve is some
embodiments. The RF traps 36 in these embodiments encircle
the coaxial cable 32 and 34 such that external cable currents
(e.g., sheath currents) encounter the impedance of the RF trap
36. Thus, the RF traps 36 dampen or block currents and/or
voltages induced in the coaxial cable 32 or 34 by an E field
generated by power (RF signals) supplied to the transmit coil
22 by an RF amplifier 43. The E field generated by a body RF
transmit coil during a transmit pulse may be several 1000
V/m, thus resulting in a large inhomogeneous E field. As
described in more detail below, induced energy, such as
induced currents and/or voltages that generate unwanted fre-
quencies are dampened or blocked.

Various embodiments provide one or more RF traps 36
such as shown in FIG. 2. The RF trap 36 is configured to
provide a variable inductance using a magnetic flux shutter
arrangement as described in more detail below. In particular,
various embodiments provide a configuration that allows for
varying the capacitance of the RF trap 36 to thereby adjust the
inductance. For example, the positioning of a magnetic flux
shutter 40 of the RF trap 36 may be adjusted such that the
magnetic flux shutter is positioned perpendicular to magnetic
flux lines to block, for example, induced current flow on an
outer surface of the transmission lines 32 and 34 (shown in
FIG. 1). In particular, the orientation of the magnetic flux
shutter 40 within the RF trap 36 may be varied such that the
impedance is changed based on an opening angle of the
magnetic flux shutter 40. It should be noted that the RF trap 36
in some embodiments is coupled to the coaxial cable 32 or 34.
However, in other embodiments, the RF trap 36 may not be
coupled to the coaxial cable 32 or 34 such that a floating RF
trap arrangement is provided.

In the illustrated embodiment, the magnetic flux shutter 40
is embodied as a metallic strip 42 positioned within a body 44
of the RF trap 36. For example, in one embodiment the
metallic strip 42 is a rectangular metal trace, such as formed
from copper. However, other metallic materials may be used.
Additionally, the thickness of the metallic strip 42 may be
determined based on the amount of induced current to be
blocked. The metallic strip 42 is movable within the body 44,
and more particularly, within a cavity 46 within the body 44.
The cavity 46 may extend longitudinally through all or a
portion of the body 44. The metallic strip 42 is movably
coupled within the cavity 46 to allow rotation about a central
longitudinal axis (L) of the cavity 46. It should be noted that
the cavity 46 may be formed offset from a central longitudinal
axis ofthe body 44. For example, the cavity 46 may be formed
within the body 44 such that the cavity 46 is not centered
within the diameter or outer circumference of the body 44.

In some embodiments, the metallic strip 42 is permanently
inserted within the body 44. Thus, the metallic strip 42 is not
readily removable from the cavity 46. As used herein, the term
“permanently” when used to modify “couple,” “engage,”
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be readily separated without destroying or significantly dam-
aging either component. Two components are readily sepa-
rable in various embodiments when the components can be
separated without significant effort and within a reasonable
period of time for its intended use.

The metallic strip 42 extends along a portion of the cavity
46 between ends 48 of the body 44. It should be noted that the
metallic strip 42 may extend along all or only a portion of the
cavity 46 between the ends 48. Thus, the metallic strip 42 may
extend from one end 48 to an opposite end 48 of the cavity 46
or from one end 48 to an intermediate location between the
ends 48. In some embodiments, the metallic strip 42 may
extend between, but not to either of the ends 48.

The metallic strip 42 is illustrated as planar metal strip.
However, the metallic strip 42 may take other shapes and
configurations. Additionally, although the cavity 46 is illus-
trated as cylindrical, the cavity 46 may also have a different
shape and size. In various embodiments, the diameter of the
cavity 46 is slightly larger than the width (W) of the metallic
strip 42 to allow rotation within the cavity 46. It should be
noted that the width (W) of the metallic strip 42 may be
varied, such as to provide different ranges of tuning for the RF
trap 36.

Additionally, as described in more detail below, a support
and rotating mechanism is also provided within the cavity 46
to support the metallic strip 42 in a fixed position along the
cavity 46 while allowing rotation along the longitudinal axis
(L). Accordingly, the shape and size of the hole may be
provided to accommodate the metallic strip 42 and the sup-
port and rotating mechanism.

The body 44 of the RF trap 36 also may be sized and shaped
differently. Accordingly, although the body 44 is illustrated as
having a polygonal outer circumference, the body 44 may
have cylindrical or other shaped outer circumference. Addi-
tionally, in various embodiments the body 44 may be formed
from any non-metallic material. For example, in one embodi-
ment the body 44 may be formed from plastic, such as a
molded plastic. The body 44 also may be formed as a single
unitary piece or may be formed from multiple pieces coupled
together (e.g., two plastic halves affixed together). In some
embodiments, the body is molded to include the cavity 46
therein. In other embodiments, a bore is provided through the
body 44, such as by drilling, to form the cavity 46 therein.

In operation, by rotating the metallic strip 42 within the
cavity 46, the impedance of the RF trap 36 may be varied. For
example, the graph 50 shown in FIG. 3 illustrates impedance
versus opening angle of the metallic strip 44 for the RF trap
36, wherein the horizontal axis corresponds to frequency and
the vertical axis corresponds to resistance in Ohms. As can be
seen by the curves 52, 54, 56, 58, 60, 62, 64, corresponding to
shutter angles of 0 degrees, 15 degrees, 30 degrees, 45
degrees, 60 degrees, 75 degrees and 90 degrees (relative to the
transmission line), respectively, by rotating the metallic strip
42, the resistance is changed, which also varies the imped-
ance. For example, the metallic strip 42 is shown in an open
shutter position in FIG. 4 and a closed shutter position in FIG.
5. As can been seen, the metallic strip 42 may be rotated
within the cavity 46 from a generally horizontal position as
shown in FIG. 4 to a generally vertical position as shown in
FIG. 5 (as viewed in these Figures). It should be noted that in
various embodiments the metallic strip 42 is allowed to rotate
180 degrees within the cavity 46. Additionally, the rotation
may be from any start and ending position within the cavity
46.

In FIGS. 4 and 5, the metallic strip 42 is provided within a
shutter holder 66 that defines a support and rotating mecha-
nism. For example, the shutter holder 66 may be a cylindrical
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plastic member having a recess for receiving and securing the
metallic strip 42 therein. For example, the shutter holder 66
may include a notch or channel that is sized and shaped
complementary to the metallic strip 42 for receiving the
metallic strip 42 therein. The metallic strip 42 may be fixedly
coupled within the recess such that the longitudinal or axial
alignment of the metallic strip 42 within the cavity 46 is
maintained while allowing rotation thereof within the cavity
46.

In the illustrated embodiment of FIGS. 4 and 5, the cavity
46 is shown as not centered within the body 44. Accordingly,
the central longitudinal axis of the cavity 46 is not aligned
with the central longitudinal axis of the body 44. It should be
noted that the offset of the cavity 46 within the body 44 may
be provided in any direction and at any distance from the
center of the body 44. It also should be noted that the metallic
strip 42 is shown for illustration purposes only and in various
embodiments the metallic strip 42 is contained entirely within
the body 44 and not visible.

In operation, the metallic strip 42 is rotated to block a
magnetic field and reduce or prevent induced currents from
flowing along an outside of the transmission line (e.g., the
transmission lines 32 and 34 shown in FIG. 1). For example,
as shown in FIG. 6, E fields may generate current flow (illus-
trated by the arrows) along an outer surface 72 of a transmis-
sion line, illustrated as a coaxial cable 70. The moving electric
currents (having moving electric charges) produce a magnetic
field 74, in particular, an H field (illustrated by the H arrow in
FIG. 7) around the coaxial cable 70. In accordance with
various embodiments, the RF trap 36 is adjusted such that the
magnetic flux shutter, illustrated as the metallic strip 42 is
positioned to block the magnetic H field by varying the induc-
tance, which includes rotating the metallic strip 42 within the
body 44 of the RF trap 36 to a particular shutter position. For
example, as shown in FIG. 7, the metallic strip 42 is rotated
within the cavity 46 such that the width of'the metallic strip 42
is positioned generally perpendicular to the H field. Accord-
ingly, induced currents along the outside of the coaxial cable
70 are dampened. As can be seen in FIGS. 6 and 7, the cavity
46 may extend longitudinally within the body adjacent and
generally parallel to the coaxial cable 70, which may extend
through another opening 68 through the body 44.

Variations and modifications are contemplated. For
example, an RF trap 80 may be provided as illustrated in
FIGS. 8-11, which may be used alternatively or in addition to
the RF traps 36, for example, in combination with the trans-
mission lines 32 and 34 (shown in FIG. 1). In this embodi-
ment, the RF trap 80 may be configured for positioning adja-
cent a stripline or microstripline transmission line. The RF
trap 80, similar to the RF trap 36 allows for rotation of the
metallic strip 42 therein. The RF trap 80 is formed as a
multi-piece design wherein a body 82 is formed from a cover
84 and a base 86 that may be coupled together to secure the
metallic strip 42 therein. The cover 84 and base 86 may be
removably secured together or fixedly or permanently
secured together (to prevent or resist opening thereof).
Accordingly, in some embodiments, a snap-fit type of con-
nection or similar arrangement may be provided between the
cover 84 and base 86. However, in other embodiments, the
cover 84 and base 86 may be permanently secured together,
such as with an adhesive.

The cover 84 is configured to secure to the base 86 to
enclose a channel 88 therein. For example, the cover 84 may
include a cavity 90 to receive therein the base 86. The base 86
generally includes an end wall 92 that engages within a notch
94 at an end of the cover 84 when secured together to form a
closed end. The base also includes tabs 87 that are received
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within complementary openings within the cover 84 to pro-
vide secure engagement therebetween. The cover 84 also
includes within the cavity 90 a channel 96 therein that extends
longitudinally along the RF trap 80. The channel 96 is
complementary to the channel 88 such that when the base 86
is secured to the cover 84, the two channels 88 and 96 form a
cylindrical cavity for receiving therein a shutter holder 98.
The shutter holder 98 when inserted within the cylindrical
cavity formed by the two channels 88 and 96 maintains the
metallic strip 42 along the longitudinal axis and allows only
rotation thereof.

The shutter holder 98 is sized and shaped to be inserted and
maintained within the cylindrical cavity formed by the two
channels 88 and 96. In the illustrated embodiment, the shutter
holder 98 is a two-piece configuration having a rotatable
member 100 including a recess, such as a cutout or channel
for receiving therein the metallic strip 42. A cover 104 is also
provided for securing to the rotatable member 100 such that
the metallic strip 42 is provided within the shutter holder 98.
For example, the cover 104 in the illustrated embodiment has
a semi-cylindrical shape such that when the cover 104 is
secured to the rotatable member 100, the shutter holder 98 has
a cylindrical body that is sized and shaped to be received
within the cavity formed by the two channels 88 and 96. The
components of the shutter holder 98, including the rotatable
member 100 and the cover 104, along with the metallic strip
42 may be secured together using an adhesive or may be
positioned in an abutting arrangement and positioned within
the RF trap 80 without adhesive coupling.

Thus, as shown in FIGS. 9-11, the shutter holder 98 is
maintained within the cavity formed by the two channels 88
and 96 when the base 86 and cover 84 are secured together.
For example, the shutter holder 98 may be positioned within
the channel 88 of the base 86 with the cover 84 secured
thereto. The cover 84 and base 86 also include complemen-
tary annular grooves 106, such that when the shutter holder 98
is positioned within the base 86 and cover 84, an annular
flange 108 of the rotatable member 100 is received within the
annular grooves 106. In operation, the engagement of the
annular flange 108 within the annular grooves 106 maintains
the shutter holder 98 aligned within the cavity formed by the
two channels 88 and 96, namely prevents axial movement of
the shutter holder 98 along the longitudinal axis of the RF trap
80. However, this arrangement allows for rotational move-
ment of the shutter holder 98 to position the metallic strip 42
at different angles within the RF trap 80.

For example, as shown in FIG. 9, the shutter holder 98 may
be rotated such that the metallic strip 42 is in a neutral or open
position (shown as generally horizontal in FIG. 9). It should
be noted that the metallic strip 42 is shown for illustration in
FIGS. 9-11. However, the metallic strip 42 is concealed
within the RF trap 80 by the ends of the rotatable member 100.
The RF trap 80 may include an engagement tab 110 that in the
illustrated embodiment protrudes or extends from the cover
84 past the base 86. In various embodiments, the engagement
tab 110 is configured to engage the RF trap 80 with a trans-
mission line, for example, a stripline or microstripline posi-
tioned in abutting arrangement with a bottom of the RF trap
80 (as viewed in FI1G. 9).

As can be seen in FIGS. 10 and 11, the shutter holder 98
may be rotated to rotate the metallic strip 42 to different
angles (with FIG. 11 showing more rotation than FIG. 10),
which may be determined based on the magnetic H-field
generated by a transmission line. For example, as described in
more detail herein, the metallic strip 42 may be rotated to
block the magnetic H-field of transmission line.
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It should be noted that the cover 84 of the RF trap 80 may
take different shapes and sizes. Additionally, while the cover
84 (as illustrated in FIG. 8) includes a recess 120 extending
transversely across the top of the cover 84, the recess 120 may
not be provided in some embodiments.

Other variations and modifications are contemplated for
the magnetic flux shutter arrangement. For example, FIGS.
12 and 13 illustrate an RF trap 130 which may be used
alternatively or in addition to the RF traps 36 and/or 80, for
example, in combination with the transmission lines 32 and
34 (shown in FIG. 1). In this embodiment, the RF trap 130
may be configured for positioning adjacent a stripline or
microstripline transmission line using a support structure
180. The RF trap 130, similar to the RF traps 36 and 80 allows
for rotation of the metallic strip 42 therein. The RF trap 130 is
formed as a multi-piece design wherein a body 132 is formed
from a shutter holder 134 having a housing shells 136 and
138, which are secured within a cover 141.

More particularly, the housing shells 136 and 138 include
complementary channels 140 and 142, respectively, that form
a cavity with the housing shells 136 and 138 when the housing
shells 136 and 138 are engaged together. The housing shells
136 and 138 may include engagement members 142, illus-
trated as cylindrical protrusions that are received within
complementary recesses 144. For example, each of the hous-
ing shells 136 and 138 may include engagement members
142 on two corners and recesses 144 on opposite corners,
such that when the housing shells 136 and 138 are brought
into abutting engagement, the engagement members 142 of
each ofthe housing shells 136 and 138 are received within the
recesses 144 of the other housing shell 136 or 138 to align the
housing shells 136 and 138 and form the shutter holder 134.

The shutter holder 134 also includes a rotatable member
150 formed from semi-cylindrical members 152 and 154 that
each include a recess 156, such as a cutout or channel for
receiving therein the metallic strip 42. The cylindrical mem-
bers 152 and 154 may include complementary engagement
members illustrated as protrusions 158 and recesses 160 to
engage and align the semi-cylindrical members 152 and 154
together when received within the housing shells 136 and
138.

The rotatable member 150 is sized and shaped to be
inserted and maintained within a cylindrical cavity formed by
the two channels 142 and 144, with the metallic strip 42
maintained within the recesses 156. Thus, the semi-cylindri-
cal members 152 and 154 are received within the cylindrical
cavity formed by the two channels 142 and 144 such that the
metallic strip 42 is secured within the shutter holder 134. The
rotatable member 150 includes annular flanges 162 that
engage within annular grooves 164 and 166 of the housing
shells 136 and 138 in a complementary arrangement when the
rotatable member 150 is positioned within the housing shells
136 and 138. In operation, the engagement of the annular
flanges 162 within the annular grooves 164 and 166 maintains
the rotatable member 150 aligned within the cavity formed by
the two channels 140 and 142 of the housing shells 136 and
138 and prevents axial movement of the rotatable member
150 along the longitudinal axis of the RF trap 130. However,
this arrangement allows for rotational movement of the rotat-
able member 150 to position the metallic strip 42 at different
angles within the RF trap 130.

Thus, the shutter holder 134 generally forms a cylindrical
body that is sized and shaped to be received within the cavity
formed by the two channels 142 and 144. The components of
the shutter holder 134 may be secured together using an
adhesive or may be positioned in an abutting arrangement and
positioned within the RF trap 130 without adhesive coupling.
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With the housing shells 136 and 138 engaged together
having the rotatable member 150 with the metallic strip 42
therein, the cover is positioned over the housing shells 136
and 138 to secure the components together. For example, the
cover 141 may be secured to the housing shells 136 and 138
using an adhesive. It should be noted that the cover 141 is
sized and shaped, for example, to extend around a top and two
sides of the shutter holder 134 (as viewed in FIG. 12). The
cover 141 may be removable secured or permanently secured
to the shutter holder 134.

Thus, the rotatable member 150 is maintained within the
housing shells 136 and 138 and allows rotational movement
of the metallic strip 42 therein. The RF trap 130 may include
engagement tabs 170 that in the illustrated embodiment pro-
trude or extend from the housing shells 136 and 138 to engage
recesses 172, which may be within or coupled to the support
structure 180.

It should be noted that the shutter holder may be any type
of structure, such as a backer, that supports the metallic strip
42 (e.g., metallic trace), which also may be, for example, a
printed circuit board glued to one side of the metallic strip 42
or other rigid or semi-rigid components.

Various embodiments provide a method 190 as shown in
FIG. 14 for providing a magnetic flux shutter arrangement.
The method includes providing a shutter holder at 192. For
example, a plastic holder may be provided having a recess for
receiving a magnet flux shutter therein, such as a metallic
strip. The magnetic flux shutter is then secured within the
shutter holder at 194, for example, secured within the recess
of the shutter holder. The shutter holder is then positioned
within a housing at 196 such that the shutter holder can rotate
within the housing as described in more detail herein. The
housing is then positioned at 198, for example, adjacent to a
transmission line to align the magnetic flux shutter with a
magnetic field, such as a magnetic H-field of a transmission
line by rotating the magnetic flux shutter to thereby dampen
or block common-mode energy (e.g., induced currents or
voltages). For example, the magnetic flux shutter may be
rotated within the housing to block the magnetic H-field
around a coaxial cable, stripline or microstripline.

Various embodiments of a magnetic flux shutter arrange-
ment may be provided as part of, or used with, a medical
imaging system, such as the imaging system 200 shown in
FIG. 15. It should be appreciated that although the imaging
system 200 is illustrated as a single modality imaging system,
the various embodiments may be implemented in or with
multi-modality imaging systems. The imaging system 200 is
illustrated as an MRI imaging system. Moreover, the various
embodiments are not limited to medical imaging systems for
imaging human subjects, but may include veterinary or non-
medical systems for imaging non-human objects, luggage,
etc.

Referring to FIG. 15, the imaging system 200 includes an
imaging portion 202 having an imaging unit 204 (e.g., imag-
ing scanner) and a processing portion 206 that may include a
processor 208 or other computing or controller device. In
particular, the imaging unit 204 enables the imaging system
200 to scan an object or patient to acquire image data, which
may be image data of all or a portion of the object or patient.
The imaging unit 204 includes one or more imaging compo-
nents that allow acquisition of image data. The imaging com-
ponents produce signals that represent image data that is
communicated to the processing portion 206 via one or com-
munication links 214 that may be wired or wireless. The
patient may be positioned within a bore 215 using, for
example, a motorized table and then MR imaging performed
as described in more detail herein.
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In operation, an output of one or more of the imaging
components is transmitted to the processing portion 206, and
vice versa, which may include transmitting signals to or from
the processor through a control interface, which may be
embodied as the system interface 30 (shown in FIG. 1). The
processor 208 also may generate control signals for control-
ling the position of the motorized table and imaging compo-
nents based on user inputs or a predetermined scan. For
example, RF signals or transmit pulses may be communicated
through the one or more communication links 214, which
may include one or more RF traps as described herein.

During a scan, image data, such as magnetic resonance
image data from the imaging components may be communi-
cated to the processor 208 through a data interface via the
control interface, for example, as acquired by a body coil or
surface coil.

The processor 208 and associated hardware and software
used to acquire and process data may be collectively referred
to as a workstation. The workstation may include, for
example, a keyboard and/or other input devices such as a
mouse, a pointer, and the like, and a monitor 234. The monitor
234 displays image data and may accept input from a user if
a touchscreen is available.

In the exemplary embodiment, the imaging system 200
also includes a superconducting magnet 240 formed from
magnetic coils supported on a magnet coil support structure.
However, in other embodiments, different types of magnets
may be used, such as permanent magnets or electromagnets.
A vessel 242 (also referred to as a cryostat) surrounds the
superconducting magnet 240 and is filled with liquid helium
to cool the coils of the superconducting magnet 240. A ther-
mal insulation 244 is provided surrounding the outer surface
of'the vessel 242 and the inner surface of the superconducting
magnet 240. A plurality of magnetic gradient coils 246 are
provided within the superconducting magnet 240 and an RF
transmit coil 248 (which may be embodied as the transmit coil
22) is provided within the plurality of magnetic gradient coils
146. In some embodiments the RF transmit coil 248 may
operate as a receive coil. It should be noted that although the
superconducting magnet 240 is a cylindrical shape, other
shapes of magnets can be used.

The processing portion 206 also generally includes a con-
troller 250, a main magnetic field control 252, a gradient field
control 254, a memory 256, the display device 234, a trans-
mit-receive (I-R) switch 260, an RF transmitter 262 and a
receiver 264.

In operation, a body of an object, such as the patient or a
phantom to be imaged, is placed in the bore 215 on a suitable
support, for example, a motorized table or other patient table.
The superconducting magnet 240 produces a uniform and
static main magnetic field B, across the bore 215. The
strength of the electromagnetic field in the bore 215 and
correspondingly in the patient, is controlled by the controller
250 via the main magnetic field control 252, which also
controls a supply of energizing current to the superconduct-
ing magnet 240.

The magnetic gradient coils 246, which include one or
more gradient coil elements, are provided so that a magnetic
gradient can be imposed on the magnetic field B, in the bore
215 within the superconducting magnet 240 in any one or
more of three orthogonal directions x, y, and z. The magnetic
gradient coils 246 are energized by the gradient field control
254 and are also controlled by the controller 250.

The RF transmit coil 248 is arranged to transmit RF mag-
netic pulses and/or optionally detect MR signals from the
patient if receive coil elements are not provided on the patient.
In various other embodiments, the receive coil arrays 24
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(shown in FIG. 1) detect the MR signals. The RF transmit coil
248/or receive coil arrays 24 are selectably interconnected to
one of the RF transmitter 262 or receiver 264, respectively, by
the T-R switch 260. The RF transmitter 262 and T-R switch
260 are controlled by the controller 250 such that RF field
pulses or signals that are generated by the RF transmitter 262
are selectively applied to the patient for excitation of mag-
netic resonance in the patient.

Following application of the RF pulses, the T-R switch 260
is again actuated to decouple the RF transmit coil 248 from
the RF transmitter 262. The detected MR signals are in turn
communicated to the controller 250. The controller 250
includes a processor (e.g., image reconstruction processor),
for example the processor 208, that controls the processing of
the MR signals to produce signals representative of an image
of the patient.

The processed signals representative of the image are also
transmitted to the display device 234 to provide a visual
display of the image. Specifically, the MR signals fill or form
a k-space that is Fourier transformed to obtain a viewable
image. The processed signals representative of the image are
then transmitted to the display device 234.

It is to be understood that the above description is intended
to be illustrative, and not restrictive. For example, the above-
described embodiments (and/or aspects thereof) may be used
in combination with each other. In addition, many modifica-
tions may be made to adapt a particular situation or material
to the teachings of the various embodiments without depart-
ing from their scope. While the dimensions and types of
materials described herein are intended to define the param-
eters of the various embodiments, they are by no means
limiting and are merely exemplary. Many other embodiments
will be apparent to those of skill in the art upon reviewing the
above description. The scope of the various embodiments
should, therefore, be determined with reference to the
appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents to
which such claims are entitled. In the appended claims, the
terms “including” and “in which” are used as the plain-En-
glish equivalents of the respective terms “comprising” and
“wherein.” Moreover, in the following claims, the terms
“first,” “second,” and “third,” etc. are used merely as labels,
and are not intended to impose numerical requirements on
their objects. Further, the limitations of the following claims
are not written in means-plus-function format and are not
intended to be interpreted based on 35 U.S.C. §112, sixth
paragraph, unless and until such claim limitations expressly
use the phrase “means for” followed by a statement of func-
tion void of further structure.

This written description uses examples to disclose the vari-
ous embodiments, including the best mode, and also to enable
any person skilled in the art to practice the various embodi-
ments, including making and using any devices or systems
and performing any incorporated methods. The patentable
scope of the various embodiments is defined by the claims,
and may include other examples that occur to those skilled in
the art. Such other examples are intended to be within the
scope of the claims if the examples have structural elements
that do not differ from the literal language of the claims, or the
examples include equivalent structural elements with insub-
stantial differences from the literal languages of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A radio-frequency (RF) trap comprising:

a body having a cavity that extends along a longitudinal

axis of the body;

a shutter holder, wherein the shutter holder is disposed

within the cavity, the shutter holder having a rotatable
member for receiving a magnetic flux shutter, the shutter
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holder is rotatably coupled within the cavity, the shutter
holder configured to rotate within the cavity about the
longitudinal axis; and

the magnetic flux shutter inserted into the rotatable mem-
ber to couple the magnetic flux shutter to the shutter
holder, the magnetic flux shutter rotating within the cav-
ity with the shutter holder to align the magnetic flux
shutter at an angle within the body.

2. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the body comprises a
cavity receiving the shutter holder therein, the cavity is offset
from a central longitudinal axis of the body.

3. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the shutter holder is
coupled within the body in an axially fixed position.

4. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the shutter holder is
configured to rotate 180 degrees within the body.

5. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the body comprises a
base and a cover, each having a channel that together form the
cavity.

6. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the rotatable member
has at least one annular flange and the cavity includes at least
one annular groove receiving the annular flange therein and
allowing rotational movement of the shutter holder within the
cavity.

7. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the shutter holder
comprises a base having a recess, the magnetic flux shutter
coupled within the recess, and further comprising a cover, the
magnetic flux shutter positioned between the base and the
cover.

8. The RF trap of claim 7, wherein the shutter holder has a
generally cylindrical shape.

9. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the body comprises an
engagement member for engaging a transmission line.

10. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the body comprises
housing shells having recesses, the housing shells coupled
together with the recesses forming the cavity.

11. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the magnetic flux
shutter comprises a metallic strip.

12. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the body cylindrical in
shape and having a second cavity configured to receive a
coaxial cable therethrough.

13. The RF trap of claim 1, wherein the housing is rectan-
gular in shape and having a cover securing together shell
portions forming the shutter holder.

14. A magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) system compris-
ing:

an imaging portion having at least one transmit coil;

a processing portion;

a system interface interconnecting the imaging portion and
the processing portion, the system interface connected
to the at least one transmit coil with at least one trans-
mission line; and

aradio-frequency (RF) trap positioned adjacent the at least
one transmission line, the RF trap having a body, the
body having a cavity that extends along a longitudinal
axis of the body, a shutter holder that includes a rotatable
member for receiving a magnetic flux shutter, the shutter
holder disposed within the cavity and rotatably coupled
within the cavity, the shutter holder configured to rotate
within the body about the longitudinal axis, and a mag-
netic flux shutter inserted into the rotatable member and
coupled to the shutter holder, wherein the magnetic flux
shutter rotating within the cavity with the shutter holder
to align the magnetic flux shutter at an angle within the
body and configured to dampen currents induced along
the at least one transmission line.
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15. The MRI system of claim 14, wherein the body com-
prises a cavity receiving the shutter holder therein, the cavity
is offset from a central longitudinal axis of the body.

16. The MRI system of claim 14, wherein the body com-
prises a base and a cover, each having a channel that together
form the cavity, wherein the rotatable member having at least
one annular flange and the cavity includes at least one annular
groove receiving the annular flange therein and allowing rota-
tional movement of the shutter holder within the cavity.

5

17. The MRI system of claim 14, wherein the shutter holder 10

comprises a base having a recess, the magnetic flux shutter
coupled within the recess, and further comprising a cover, the
magnetic flux shutter positioned between the base and the
cover and wherein the shutter holder has a generally cylindri-
cal shape and the body includes a generally cylindrical cavity
with the shutter holder coupled therein.

18. The MRI system of claim 14, wherein the transmission
line comprises a coaxial cable.

15

14

19. The MRI system of claim 14, wherein the transmission
line comprises a stripline.

20. A method for providing a magnetic flux shutter
arrangement, the method comprising:

providing a shutter holder, wherein the shutter holder

includes a rotatable member for receiving a magnetic
flux shutter;

securing the magnetic flux shutter within the rotatable

member; and

positioning the shutter holder within a cavity of a housing

to allow rotational movement of the magnetic flux shut-
ter therein.

21. The method of claim 20 further comprising positioning
the housing to align the magnetic flux shutter with a magnetic
field of a transmission line by rotating the magnetic flux
shutter with the shutter holder.
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